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BACKGROUND 

History 

Geauga County includes sixteen townships, each approximately five 

miles square. One of these is Chester, which lies on the western 

edge of the County. The rolling land of high altitude was claimed 

by the Connecticut Land Company under a charter of 1662. This 

land along with the whole of northeastern Ohio became known as 

the Connecticut Reserve and subsequently as the Western Reserve. 

In 1805 Geauga County was inco�porated as a county in the State 

of Ohio. "Geauga" is taken from the Algonquin Indian word "sheauga", 

meaning raccoon. 

In 1810 Geauga County had about three thousand inhabitants. By 

1890 the number had reached 13,489. This population remained 

stable until the 1930's. It reached 19,400 in 1940. Between 

1950 and 1960 Geauga County increased from 26,600 to 47,600, or 

79 percent. During this same period Chester increased from 2100 

to 6600, or 213 percent. Today Chester is one of the fastest­

growing communities in Ohio. 

Located near the Chagrin River, Chester is among the best watered 

and drained townships in Geauga County. The soil is generally a 

strong clay which, combined with sufficient fertilizer, is ade­

quate for most crops. At one time grazing and dairy farming 

were chief uses of the land. 

Cheesemaking was an important industry in Chester up to 1900. 

The first cheese factory was built on Mayfield Road in 1866. 
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