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As the construction season begins to wind down, many residents are wrapping 
up outdoor projects and planning improvements for the coming year. If you’re 
considering a project next spring such as a new garage, addition, deck, shed, 
fence, or swimming pool, the fall and winter months are an excellent time to 
begin planning. Contacting the Zoning Department early can help answer 
questions, identify any zoning requirements, and make the permitting process 
smoother when construction season returns.  
 
After years of vacancy, the former Buck Stop Bar & Grille at the intersection of 
Mayfield Road (U.S. 322) and Chillicothe Road (S.R. 306) is being demolished 
through a State of Ohio Building Demolition and Site Revitalization grant. The 
removal of this long-vacant structure is an important step in improving one of 
Chester Township’s most visible commercial corridors. While no 
redevelopment plans have been announced, clearing the site creates new 
opportunities for future investment and reflects the Township’s ongoing 
commitment to maintaining and enhancing our community.  
 
The Land Use Plan Update Committee continues to make progress on 
updating Chester Township’s Comprehensive Land Use Plan. The committee 
has been reviewing community feedback and refining recommendations that 
will help guide future growth while preserving the rural character and quality of 
life that residents value. Once completed, the updated plan will be presented 
to the Board of Trustees for consideration.  
 
For the latest zoning updates, meeting information and helpful reminders, 
follow the Chester Township Zoning Department on Facebook, the Chester 
TWP Connect app, and visit the zoning page on the Township website at 
chestertwp.com. 

- Zoning Inspector, Patrick Fleming 

 



  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chester Township Police Department Detective Bureau: 
Pursuing Every Lead, No Matter Where It Goes 

Some criminal investigations last days. Others last months. A few last decades. 

For the detectives of the Chester Township Police Department, every victim deserves the same commitment—
regardless of how much time has passed or how far an investigation leads. That philosophy continues to define 
one of the most proactive Detective Bureaus in the region. 

During 2026, Chester Township detectives have already secured 13 felony indictments and continue to actively 
investigate 16 major criminal cases involving violent crimes, financial fraud, complex thefts, and other serious 
offenses. 

One of the bureau's most significant accomplishments came this year when detectives partnered with the Texas 
Rangers to secure an indictment in a 20-year-old rape investigation. This is the result of persistent investigative 
work, extensive evidence review, and collaboration across state lines. 

In another complex investigation, detectives identified and tracked two criminal suspects to their residences in 
Illinois. Working alongside local Illinois law enforcement agencies, the Detective Bureau coordinated their 
arrests and extradition to Ohio, where both now face criminal charges stemming from offenses committed in 
Chester Township. 

These are just two examples of an investigative philosophy that refuses to stop at county or state borders. 
Whether executing search warrants, submitting subpoena requests, obtaining laboratory testing, or coordinating 
with local, state, and federal agencies across the country, Chester Township detectives routinely follow 
investigations wherever the evidence leads. 

What separates the Chester Township Detective Bureau is not simply the number of cases investigated, but the 
determination to see each one through. Detectives understand that behind every case number is a victim, a 
family, or a resident looking for answers. 

The department's philosophy is simple: we owe it to our residents to pursue every lead, exhaust every 
investigative avenue, and never give up simply because a case is difficult, expensive, or crosses 
jurisdictional lines. 

That unwavering commitment to justice continues to strengthen public safety, build trust within the community, 
and ensure that those responsible for criminal activity are held accountable—no matter how long it takes or 
where the investigation leads. 

    - Chief of Police, Craig S. Young 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Charge Into Fire Safety: Safe Charging Is a Superpower 

As Fire Prevention Week, October 4 through October 10, 2026, approaches, Chester Township Fire Rescue 
encourages residents to make safe charging habits part of their daily routine. This year's Fire Prevention Week 
theme, "Charge into Fire Safety: Safe Charging Is a Superpower," highlights the importance of properly using 
and charging the lithium-ion batteries found in many of the devices we use every day. 

Lithium-ion batteries power cell phones, laptops, tablets, power tools, cordless yard equipment, electric 
bicycles, electric scooters, and many other rechargeable products. While these batteries are safe when used 
properly, damaged batteries, incompatible chargers, or unsafe charging practices can cause a battery to 
overheat and ignite. These fires burn extremely hot, spread quickly, and produce toxic smoke, making prevention 
especially important. 

Residents can greatly reduce the risk of a lithium-ion battery fire by following a few simple safety tips: 

• Use only the charger provided by the manufacturer or a manufacturer approved replacement. 
Aftermarket or counterfeit chargers may not provide the proper safety protections and can increase the 
risk of overheating. 

• Charge batteries on a hard, noncombustible surface away from furniture, bedding, curtains, and other 
combustible materials. 

• Whenever practical, charge larger batteries, such as those used in electric bicycles and electric 
scooters, outside or in a detached garage. These batteries contain significantly more stored energy and 
charging them away from living spaces can help prevent a fire from spreading into your home. 

• Unplug chargers and disconnect batteries once they are fully charged. This reduces unnecessary heat, 
electrical stress, and the amount of time a battery remains connected to a power source. 

• Never charge batteries while you are sleeping or away from home. 
• Stop using any battery that is swollen, cracked, leaking, damaged, or unusually hot. 
• Never place lithium-ion batteries in your household trash or recycling bin. Damaged or discarded 

batteries can ignite in garbage trucks and waste processing facilities, putting sanitation workers and first 
responders at risk. Instead, take unwanted batteries to an approved battery recycling or household 
hazardous waste collection site. 

Everyday charging habits and proper battery disposal play an important role in preventing fires. By using the 
correct charger, charging in a safe location, disconnecting batteries when charging is complete, and recycling 
batteries properly, you can help protect your family, your home, and your community. 

Chester Township Fire Rescue encourages everyone to Charge into Fire Safety by making safe charging a daily 
habit. Safe charging truly is a superpower, and together we can help keep our homes, families, and community 
safe. 

- Fire Chief, Andrew Nagy 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Chester Township Road Department works year-round to provide safe and reliable roads for our 
residents and visitors. However, many people may not realize the scope of the work our department 
performs with limited staff and resources. 

Our Road Department consists of just 10 employees responsible for maintaining approximately 150 lane 
miles of roadway throughout most of the year and 180 lane miles during the winter season. We understand 
the frustration of residents whose roads have not been repaved for decades. If you have lived here for many 
years and paid property taxes during that time, it is reasonable to wonder why your road has not yet been 
improved. 

The reality is that only a small portion of your property taxes is allocated to the Road Department. For 
decades, road funding has not kept pace with the Township’s infrastructure needs. To help bridge that gap, 
the Township Trustees have supplemented the Road Department budget using inside millage funds. 

This November, voters will be asked to consider a 2-mill levy dedicated to supporting the Road Department. 
We understand that no one welcomes higher taxes, especially during challenging economic times. 

Before paving projects can be considered, the Road Department must first ensure roads remain safe and 
passable during winter. Snow and ice control are among our highest priorities and consume approximately 
35% of the annual operating budget. A single plow truck costs roughly $250,000, and the Township uses 
approximately 4,500 tons of road salt each winter, costing as much as $270,000. 

Road paving is another significant expense. Although the Township budgets approximately $850,000 
annually for paving, rising construction costs have greatly reduced how much work can be completed. Most 
asphalt roads have an expected service life of about 25 years. To maintain that cycle, the Township would 
need to repave approximately three miles of roadway each year. Unfortunately, funding levels have never 
been sufficient to sustain that schedule, which is why many Township roads have gone more than 30 years 
without resurfacing. 

A standard milling and resurfacing project typically cost around $350,000 per mile. When full reconstruction 
is necessary, costs can reach approximately $1 million per mile. 

To maintain roads more effectively and move closer to a sustainable 25-year paving cycle, the Road 
Department should ideally budget approximately $1.3 million annually for paving and roadway 
improvements. 

Thank you for taking the time to understand the challenges facing our Road Department and the importance 
of maintaining our community’s infrastructure.                                        

    -  Road Superintendent, John Onyshko 
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